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Abstract 
The introductory part of the paper dwells on the concept of 
globalization, its characteristics and advantages. The relationship 
between language and globalization is thoroughly examined. It is 
through language that knowledge and skills which are important 
factors in globalization are acquired. Judging from its status as a 
world language, the role of English as an agent of globalization is 
fully highlighted. The enviable status enjoyed by the language in 
various countries of the world is stressed. The status and the role of the 
language in Nigeria in particular arc pointed out. However, the poor 
state of the language resulting from its poor handling in the 
country's educational system is lamented. Measures to improve the 
study and use of the language in the country are suggested. In 
conclusion, a virile language policy which accommodates the numerous 
Nigerian languages to enhance the globalization process in the country 
is strongly advocated. 

Introduction 
Globalization is among the most topical issues of our age. It is a term with which people in 

developed, developing and underdeveloped countries of the world are familiar. For the purpose of this 
article, however, it is important to understand clearly what the concept is all about. As a result of the close 
relationship between globalization and the world economy, some scholars see the concept as a purely 
economic one. Grant (1996), for instance, defined the phenomenon as a process whereby national borders 
cease to be an impediment to the movements of products and capitals. There are also some scholars who are 
of the view that globalization is all about the interlinking of national economies into an interdependent 
global economy and the development of a set of common global images. 

In view of the diverse manifestations of globalization, it should not be restricted to a purely 
economic definition. It is a complex phenomenon which incorporates and interlinks with many aspects 
of social life. It is in recognition of this fact that Adegbie (2007) attempts a comprehensive definition of the 
term as follows: 

Globalization is a phenomenon that reflects interactions among persons 
and • institutions across the globe. These interactions permeate all facets 
of human endeavour. Thus globalization is multidimensional, spanning 
economic, political, cultural, human capital and social activities. ... the 
critical issues in the concept are an interlink of hitherto wholly 
independent economies, the increasing irrelevance of physical 
national boundaries and the emergence of a share set of images that are 
an inevitable accompaniment of economic integration. 

This elaborate definition of the phenomenon highlights all the manifestations of globalization. It is 
not only in the field of economy that globalization is felt. While it is a fact that the phenomenon is 
manifested most in the area of economy, it is very much felt in the other areas of human endeavour as 
depicted in the definition above. 

The characteristics of globalization are glaring. One of these characteristics is the 
proliferation of cross-border trade and instant access to communication. In short, there is an 
increasing reliance on communication and technology to perform more and more tasks of interest to 
the global community. There is also a collective trend of greater relations among states. These are 
portrayed in various technological, economic, social and political terms. One other significant feature 
of globalization is the fact that different stages of related economic activities are being simultaneously 
conducted in different countries and regions of the world thus, leading to the growing importance of 
multinational corporations. Globalization has brought about the emergence of a global mass culture driven 
by mass advertising and technical advances in mass communication. To sum up, the features of 
globalization are economic, scientific, social and technological. 



 

The Benefits of Globalization 
There is no gainsaying the fact that immense benefits have accrued to mankind worldwide 

through globalization. The phenomenon has brought about positive changes that have deeply affected the 
lives of people in such areas as the economy, education, human interaction and understanding and other 
areas. 

It is generally accepted that it is in the field of economy that globalization has made the 
greatest impact. Capital flows from the developed countries of the world and the financing of 
development projects in the Third World countries are among the greatest benefits of globalization. 
Through the phenomenon, nations across the globe become open to foreign direct investments. This 
can contribute to an effective economic growth by stimulating domestic investment, thereby 
improving efficiency and productivity as a result of greater access to new technology and the increase in 
the knowledge applied to production. Human capital development is one of the economic aspects of 
globalization. Tin's development creates an environment in which people can develop their full 
potentials and lead productive creative lives in accordance with their needs and interests. The saying that 
people are the real wealth of nations is relevant here. It is in the spirit of globalization that such 
organizations as the African Union (AU), Group 77, the Common Wealth of Nations and the 
Non-Allied Movement have sprung up. The member nations of these organizations have continued to 
foster collaborative efforts to better their economies. 

Globalization has also brought some positive changes in education worldwide. Advocates of 
the phenomenon often cite the proliferation of knowledge in science and technology as evidence for the 
positive changes brought to the world through globalization. There is no doubt tha t its 
manifestations include extraordinary scientific and technological innovations which have directly 
affected the lives of people in the globalized world. Recent advances in medicine and the health 
professions buttress this point. 

Globalization has tremendously increased interactions among people worldwide leading to 
more understanding and tolerance. It is argued that this fact has engendered greater world peace and 
solidarity. More and more people are now more conscious of the need for peace and security of the 
world and strive to avoid situations of conflicts and wars. Equally emphasized as globalization gains 
which have contributed to world peace are the relative economic security enjoyed by people and the 
absence of alienation in the globalized world. 

The benefits of globalization, as highlighted above, should not be interpreted to mean that the 
phenomenon has no ugly side. On the contrary, many scholars are even of the view that the 
disadvantages of the phenomenon quite outweigh its gains. The gains of globalization are not equally 
distributed. The wealth of poor nations is controlled by the wealthy class while" numerous people 
hardly gain access to the very basic needs of life. In his study entitled "Globalization and Human 
Development", Adegbie (2007) discovered that, of the 4.6 billion people in developing countries, 
more than 850 million are illiterate, nearly a billion lack access to improved water sources while 2.4 
billion lack access to basic sanitation. In Africa and, indeed, the third world as a whole, globalization 
has severely dwarfed national independence and integrity and also denied the people the capacity for 
self-determination and actualization in key areas of socio-economic and political choices. 

English as an Agent of Globalization 
Without any iota of doubt, language is an indispensable factor in globalization. Knowledge 

and skill acquisition are among the core characteristics of globalization. In fact, one can hardly talk of 
the phenomenon without reference to knowledge and skills. It is, on the other hand, through language that 
knowledge and skills are acquired. Interactions among the people of the world represent one of the 
glaring features of globalization. It is mostly through language that people interact. Even one's ability to 
have an awareness of the phenomenon is mainly dependent on language. Information on globalization 
comes mainly to an individual through what he gathers from cither oral or written sources. Based on 
the facts above, the place of language in globalization is indisputable. 

From the foregoing illustrations, it can easily be inferred that English is a veritable agent of 
globalization. English is a global language. The status enjoyed by the language in var ious 
countries of the world is a well known fact. It is taught and used either as a second or foreign 
language in most countries. In short, it is a language accessible to people in every nook and cranny 
of the globe. As McCrum (1986) aptly puts it, "The English language surrounds us like a sea and, 
like the waters of the deep, it is full of mysteries." Stressing also this universal nature of the 
language, Brumfit (1995) makes the following observation: 



Certainly it is now true (hat the English language is no longer the 
exclusive property of speakers of English as mother tongue or first 
language. The ownership of English rests with the people who use it, 
however multilingual they are, or however monolingual they are. 

According to him, the current competent users of English number up to 700 million living 
on every continent. Less than half of these users of the language arc actual native speakers. 

Two factors which facilitated globalization are also accountable for the widespread of 
English. These include the second world war and the contributions made to the world civilization 
by the nations that use the language. According to Lieberson (1982), interaction both within 
and between nations increased dramatically within the post-world war II period. This 
development came as a result of the technological improvement in transportation and 
communication which also brought about increased international commercial activities. 
Consequently, one would expect changes in language usage that would reflect this new intensity of 
interaction. This explains the rapid expansion of English as an international commercial language 
during the period, Baugh (1959), on his part, saw English as the mother tongue of nations. Adducing 
reasons for this status of the language, he asserted that the combined political influence, economic 
soundness, the commercial activities, the social well-being, and the scientific and cultural 
contributions of these nations to civilization account for the large number of the users of the 
language at the international level. 

The role played by the English language in the globalization processes can also be viewed 
from the link between the language and computer services. This link is very outstanding. The 
amount of international relations services conducted through computer in English is tremendous. 
E-mail, Fax, Internet and other computer services are carried out mainly in English. It is estimated 
that English is the medium for 80% of the information in world computers. The role of English 
as an agent of globalization is indeed glaring and cannot be in doubt. 

The English Language and Globalization in Nigeria 
Nigeria is a typical multilingual country. As quoted by Olagoke (1979), Greenberg puts the number 

of languages used in the country at 248. Tiffen puts it at over 150, while Bamgbose claims that over 400 
indigenous languages are used in the country. The number of languages spoken in Nigeria as of now is 
not known for certain. What is certain is that there are hundreds of languages in the country. It is 
remarkable to note that, the large number of the indigenous languages notwithstanding, English plays a 
leading role in the country. 

English is a second as well as an official language of Nigeria. Since the amalgamation of Nigeria 
in 1914, the language has continued to play a leading role in the country. There are reasons for the 
importance attached to English in the country. Jowitt (1995), stressed that the importance of the language 
in the national context is unparalleled. As he puts it, the decision-making and opinion-forming elements of 
the nation use English to articulate their relations with one another and to address the widest possible 
pan-Nigerian audience. Mohammed (1995), on the other hand, justified the importance attached to 
English in Nigeria with the fact that Nigerians need it as a common language to communicate with each 
other in addition to using it as a tool for the acquisition of modern knowledge for their self development. 
As the official language of the country, English is used in various functions which enhance its role as an 
agent of globalization in Nigeria. As Akere correctly puts it, there is a great diversity of varieties and 
functions of English in Nigeria. The language is extensively used in both the electronic and print media, in 
the judiciary, the police, the armed forces, the legislature and so on. Understandably, it is the language 
of international communication in the country. English is the major linguistic medium for the acquisition 
of literacy in Nigeria. The need for information literacy in a globalized world can hardly be 
over-emphasized. As a modern industrial nation in a globalized world, there is the need for a complex 
communication system on a large scale to meet the needs of the growing economy of the country. A 
complex communication system, in turn, requires widespread literacy. It is through English that this 
widespread literacy is acquired in Nigeria. The majority of the programmes of the radio and the T.V. in 
the country are carried out in English. The print media are not left out. The language of the leading 
newspapers and magazines in Nigeria is English. In this globalized world, no country can exist in 
isolation. Moreover, for an individual to perform effectively in this global village, his level of 
awareness in terms of information has to be high. The English language is an effective means of 
attaining a high level of awareness in Nigeria both at national and international levels. As a language 
of the globalization processes in the world as a whole, English is an effective agent of globalization in 
Nigeria. This is in view of its leading role as a means of communication and as a tool for the acquisition 



of information literacy in the country. 

Globalization and the Indigenous Nigerian Languages 
The existence of numerous indigenous languages in Nigeria was noted earlier in this article. In 

short, there are over 400 such languages. The state of these languages is an unhappy one. In terms of the 
use and development of these languages, they are lagging far behind their counterparts in other countries. 
Little or nothing is known about most of them outside the small communities where they are spoken. 
The majority of them are yet to be developed into the reading and written forms. 

It is often pointed out that globalization processes promote mono-lingualism and militate 
against the development of the mother tongues. It is claimed that globalization focuses on such 
cosmopolitan languages as English, French, German, etc, to the disadvantage of the languages of the 
underdeveloped world. This need not be the case. As argued in Asmara Declaration (2000), 
development is not contingent upon mono-lingualism. African languages must take up the duty, 
responsibility and the challenges of speaking for the continent. The vitality and equality of African 
languages must be recognized as a basis for the future empowerment of African peoples. While 
acknowledging the realities of globalization, the right of the local communities to use their languages 
must be honoured. 

Conclusion/Recommendations 
While acknowledging the disadvantages of globalization, especially for the underdeveloped 

countries, it has been established in this paper that there are outstanding benefits which accrue from 
the phenomenon. Language plays a crucial role in globalization. English is a formidable agent of 
globalization in the world as a whole and in Nigeria in particular. The following three 
recommendations are made in this paper: 
i. Serious efforts should be made to improve the teaching and learning of English in this  

country. The way the language is handled in Nigeria's educational system is not satisfactory. 
Only well trained teachers should be recruited to teach the language at the pre-primary, 
primary and post-primary levels. Being a global language, Nigerian speakers of it should be 
able to use its standard form and should be able to communicate effectively in the language at 
both national and international levels, 

ii. A parallel linguistic development policy should be evolved in this country to cater for both 
English and Nigerian  languages.     Globalization  should not be  allowed to retard 
the 
development of the indigenous languages,  

iii.         Globalization should be built into the curriculum of the educational system of Nigeria at the 
higher level. This will enable Nigerians to be more conscious of globalization and appreciate 

the phenomenon. 
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